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A MESSAGE FROM

OUR PRESIDENT & CEO

Dear Partners in Innovation,

As we reflect on the past year, the mission of Ben Franklin Technology Partners of Northeastern
Pennsylvania remains clear and steadfast: fostering growth, innovation, and opportunity for the
communities we serve.

Growth is more than a goal; it is a continuous process driven by strategic investments in early-
stage ventures, established manufacturers, and our extensive incubator network. We achieve
this through strategic investments that refresh jobs by supporting startups, retain jobs by
strengthening manufacturers, and reimagine jobs through our extensive incubator network. This
cycle of investment fuels prosperity and ensures that Pennsylvania remains competitive in an
evolving economy.

The economic landscape is constantly developing, and policy decisions are paving the way
for systematic growth opportunities. We remain committed to positioning our investments
to capitalize on these opportunities so that Pennsylvania not only keeps pace with innovative
transformation, but leads it.

This year’s report highlights just a few of the remarkable companies in our portfolio who
exemplify this transformation. Hyrding is reimagining documentation workflows in regulated
industries. BreakSight is pioneering new approaches in genomic analysis and cancer research.
IHE Bev, operating as New Trail Brewing, has a recipe for community growth alongside their

craft beer. Each of these ventures demonstrates the breadth of impact made possible by Ben
Franklin's investments, spanning technology, life sciences, manufacturing,
and community-driven entrepreneurship.

Every day, our team works diligently to identify and support great
A organizations, creating a cycle of investment and innovation that fuels
prosperity across Northeast Pennsylvania. We are proud to champion
the innovators, builders, and visionaries who are making Pennsylvania
stronger, one idea and one job at a time.

s Woats

ANGELO VALLETTA

PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
BEN FRANKLIN TECHNOLOGY PARTNERS
OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
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With a statewide
presence through
four regional centers—
Bethlehem, Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh, and State
College—the network of
Ben Franklin Technology
Partners accelerates the
growth of technology-
based industries statewide.

Over the past four

decades, the network has
invested in more than
4,500 technology-based
companies, generating over
$30 billion in economic
impact and 159,000 jobs
across Pennsylvania
through its client and
spinoff ventures.

The Ben Franklin
statewide network
generates a
four-dollar return to
the state on every
dollar invested in
our program.

The Ben Franklin
Technology Partners

is an initiative of the
Pennsylvania Department
of Community and
Economic Development
and is funded by the

Ben Franklin Technology
Development Authority.

Our Mission for Innovation

Ben Franklin Technology Partners of Northeastern Pennsylvania
works to refresh, retain, and reimagine the state’s innovation
economy by creating highly paid, sustainable jobs. Through
strategic investments and connections, we help early-stage
technology firms and established manufacturers thrive. We link
them with experts, universities, follow-on funding, and resources
to drive success.
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Support and Resources

Success in the tech world requires more than just a groundbreaking
idea. We remain dedicated to assisting our clients through every
phase of the entrepreneurial journey. In addition to financial
assistance, we proudly facilitate these additional programs:

Solutions Network
A curated team of advisors featuring business consultants, technical
experts, and other professionals.

SPARK Mentorship Program

This six-month program connects founders with experienced business
professionals to focus on strategy, operations, and investor relations.
Learn more on page 9.

Tiger Sessions
Intensive, highly focused working sessions featuring collaboration between
portfolio companies and industry experts.

Aspiring Innovators Internship Program

We facilitate a full-time, paid summer internship program that connects
college students from underrepresented groups with our portfolio clients.
Learn more on page 7.



BEN FRANKLIN ON THE GO

1. Ben Franklin Northeast hosted a
public hearing of the Pennsylvania
Senate Communications and
Technology Committee. The
hearing was titled “Powering
Artificial Intelligence’s Future in
Our Commonwealth.” The event
attracted thought leaders from
the entrepreneurial, investment,
academic, and healthcare sectors.

2. Ben Franklin staff, along with
partners of the Advancing
Photonics Technologies
Group (APT), visited Nokia/Infinera
as part of a local tour of photonics
companies in the Lehigh Valley.

3. Ben Franklin President & CEO,
Angelo Valletta, Congressman
Robert Bresnahan, and Regional
Manager, Ken Okrepkie (left to
right), met to discuss Ben Franklin's
economic development strategies
and our current investments
in early-stage companies and
manufacturing projects in
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

4. Regional Manager, Marisa
Bishop, and Associate Manager
for Client Development, Hope
Williams (left to right), at the
2024 Berks Biomedical Innovation
Collaborative conference.

5. An Open House at Bloomsburg
Innovation Center celebrated our
partnership with the Bloomsburg
Small Business Development
Center (SBDC), featuring local
dignitaries and representatives
from the PA Department of
Community and Economic
Development (DCED).

6. Regional Manager, Ken Okrepkie,
participated in WVIA’s January
2024 Keystone Edition “From Sci-Fi
to Reality” with (left to right) host
Steven Stumbris; Michael McHale,
CEO of Production Systems
Automation; and Shanie Mohamed,
Director of Economic Development
for the Greater Wyoming Valley
Chamber of Commerce.




PORTFOLIO SPOTLIGHT -
2% HYRDING
Bringing Clarity to Compliance

Tucked away in Northampton County, a small team
with big ambitions is transforming how regulated
industries create and manage their most critical
documents. Meet Hyrding, a Ben Franklin portfolio
company on a mission to eliminate the inefficiencies
and frustrations that come with traditional
documentation workflows across sectors like

life sciences, pharmaceuticals, aerospace,

and finance.

From Frustration to Innovation

Hyrding is the brainchild of Clive Baron, a seasoned
entrepreneur who recognized a universal pain

point across regulated industries: documentation
is slow, disjointed, and riddled with risk. Teams still lean on tools like Microsoft Word, spreadsheets, and email to
collaborate, but those platforms were never built for today’s complex regulatory environment.

That's where Hyrding comes in. The company’s Al-powered platform brings structure, intelligence, and clarity to
document creation through what they call Structured Collaboration™. Instead of juggling one massive file or chasing
edits buried in email chains, Hyrding breaks content into smaller, trackable components, each with its own version
control, authorship history, and assigned owner. Teams can work in parallel without stepping on each other's
changes, while compliance officers rest easier knowing everything is traceable, accountable, and audit-ready.

What makes Hyrding especially compelling is its seamless integration with Microsoft Word and Teams. Users don't
have to learn a new system or abandon familiar tools. Instead, they get a faster, smarter, and more secure workflow
layered directly onto the platforms they already know.

For industries where a single document can take months to produce—and mistakes can cost millions—Hyrding
offers a better way forward.

Powered by Partnership and Growth

That promise caught the attention of Ben Franklin Technology Partners of Northeastern Pennsylvania in March
2025, when Hyrding was selected for investment. The funding will drive the development of the second version of
their commercial product, update the company’s website, sales materials, and social media, and support early sales
efforts. Importantly, it will also help the company achieve Good Clinical Practice (GcP) certification: an essential
credential for organizations in life sciences and healthcare.

“The support from Ben Franklin has been transformative for Hyrding,” says Clive Baron, Founder & CEQ. “Their
investment has enabled us to accelerate product development, strengthen our go-to-market efforts, and advance
compliance initiatives essential to our customers. Just as important, being housed in the TechVentures® incubator
has provided us with a collaborative environment and access to resources that add real value as we scale. We're
deeply appreciative of this partnership as we take Hyrding to the next stage.”

With strong regional roots, a clear vision, and the support of Pennsylvania’s innovation ecosystem, Hyrding is turning
documentation from a burden into a strategic advantage.



INTERNSHIP SPOTLIGHT

Aspiring Innovators: Bridging the
Gap Between Talent and Opportunity

en Franklin's Aspiring Innovators Internship

Program is a full-time, paid summer initiative
designed to connect college students from
underrepresented groups (including women and
people of color) with innovative regional companies,
from startups to manufacturers. The program
empowers participants by fostering hands-on career
experience and networking within Pennsylvania’s
dynamic entrepreneurial ecosystem. The program
is designed to bridge the gap between talent and
opportunity, supporting students and helping
companies drive innovation and growth.

Recently, Ben Franklin portfolio company NovaData
Solutions participated in the Aspiring Innovators
program by bringing on Lehigh student Rylee Stancliffe
between June and August of 2025. NovaData
Solutions is an insurtech company specializing in
revolutionizing the auditing of property restoration

and remediation invoices.

After Stancliffe graduated from Lehigh University
with her Bachelor of Science in Finance in May 2025
she immediately put her degree to excellent use,
supporting NovaData's finance team by gathering,
reviewing, and analyzing data to help guide business
decisions. She assisted in developing an investor
research process and created a funnel system to
evaluate the company’s funding needs and future
growth goals. Additionally, she utilized financial
software to track potential investment opportunities
and presented findings in visually engaging formats.

“Working at NovaData this past summer was such an
incredible experience. They truly have a special team.
Throughout my internship, everyone was so welcoming
and genuinely invested in helping me understand the
company and make the most of my internship.

| learned so much and am excited to see how the

company continues to grow.”

Rylee Stancliffe, Aspiring Innovators Intern
and graduate student at Lehigh University
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NovaData
Solutions

Stancliffe also collaborated closely with team
members across the entire company, participated in
meetings, and gained firsthand experience in startup
operations and funding processes. She is now working
on her Master of Science in Business Analytics at
Lehigh.

Anthony Troy, CEO of NovaData, shared his thoughts
on the internship. “We extend our sincere gratitude
to Ben Franklin Technology Partners of Northeastern
Pennsylvania for the opportunity to participate in
the Aspiring Innovators Internship Program. As an
early-stage company, we actively seek bright, driven,
and highly motivated individuals to contribute to

our growth and spearhead transformative change
within the insurance industry. Rylee exceeded all

our expectations. Her exceptional critical thinking,
clear communication, strategic instincts, and strong
organizational skills enabled her to execute her
responsibilities with remarkable proficiency and
minimal supervision.”

Through the Aspiring Innovators Internship Program,
Ben Franklin Technology Partners continues to bridge
education and entrepreneurship, helping companies
and students grow together.




PORTFOLIO SPOTLIGHT

Brewing Outdoor Adventure & Community Growth

hen Ben Franklin Technology Partners chose to back

IHE Beverage, LLC—better known as New Trail Brewing
Company—it invested in more than a brewery. It supported a
venture with purpose, regional character, and strong leadership.
Based in Williamsport, PA, New Trail has grown into one of the
country’s fastest-rising craft breweries, combining exceptional
beer with a mission to connect people to the outdoors.

Founding Vision & Brand Ethos

Head of operations Mike LaRosa began homebrewing as a
teenager, later refining his craft at respected Northeastern
breweries before joining Williamsport entrepreneurs to launch
New Trail in 2018. Together, they built a brand rooted in outdoor
adventure, designed to complement hiking, biking, kayaking, and
time spent in Pennsylvania’s wild spaces.

“In just seven years, we've been very proud to grow from an
initial three employees to the current 55 team members,” says
Charles Imbro, Co-Founder and CFO. “In 2021, New Trail was
recognized as the fastest-growing craft brewery in the U.S.,
and today we're the 46™ largest with ambition to grow more.
We've been able to do all of that right here in Williamsport, an
amazing place for us to exercise our outdoor ethos and our
philanthropic DNA.”

Brewing takes place on-site in a dual 15-barrel and 60-barrel
facility, allowing both consistency in flagship beers and room for
creative experimentation. Their bestselling Broken Heels IPA,
alongside Crisp and more than 300 other recipes, has earned
strong reviews and loyal fans. The brewery’s dog-friendly tasting
room and local partnerships have made it a community hub.

Innovation Meets Impact

New Trail integrates environmental stewardship into its growth.
The Pennsylvania State Parks Series beers are each named

for a specific park, and each contribute $1 per case to top-

priority conservation or recreational enhancements in

the named park. New Trail has also had year-round beers
that contributed to native tree planting projects, and
seasonal beers that contributed to cancer foundations, the
conservation of live music, pet adoption, and much more.

Distribution now reaches beyond Pennsylvania, into

New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and West Virginia,

while annual production surged in 2022 to nearly 29,500
barrels: a 46 percent increase over the prior year. They are
currently on pace to reach over 50,000 barrels in 2025.

Growth Fueled by Ben Franklin Support

With Ben Franklin’s funding, New Trail made advancements
to their brewing process by introducing liquid hops. This
improved flavor consistency and boosted production
efficiency. The project included implementing Abstrax, a
cutting-edge brewing product at their facility, and bringing
on new development staff to expand technical capacity.
These enhancements strengthen both product quality and
long-term competitiveness in a crowded craft beer market.

Why It Matters

New Trail stands out for combining rapid growth with
authentic community impact. The company'’s leadership,
innovative ethos, and conservation commitments align
with Ben Franklin’s support for businesses that drive both
economic and social value.

From scaling production to planting trees, New Trail
Brewing is more than a craft brewery. It is a catalyst

for regional growth and environmental stewardship.

With continued innovation and strong partnerships, the
company is well-positioned to extend its influence across
the Mid-Atlantic and beyond.



SPARK MENTORSHIP

Redefining Cancer Research
with DNA Break Analysis

BreakSight is redefining how we understand genomic
instability and DNA repair—a critical frontier in cancer
research and therapeutic development.

This biotechnology startup, led by founder and CEO

Dr. Nishita Shastri, is a standout member of Ben Franklin
Technology Partners of Northeastern Pennsylvania’s
portfolio and a rising star in precision medicine.

With roots in research conducted at the University of
Pennsylvania, BreakSight has developed a streamlined

DNA break signature analysis platform, including DDsite
and DDinsight, that maps genome-wide double-strand

DNA break sites. These tools provide researchers with
powerful insights into the effects of DNA-damaging medical
treatments, offering
new approaches to
identifying targets
for more effective
treatments and
novel genomic
biomarkers for
precision oncology
therapeutics.

BreakSight's
technology enables
scientists and
pharmaceutical
developers to track
DNA breaks across
the genome and
understand how
cells respond to
treatment—unlocking new opportunities for personalized
medicine. By serving academic and industry clients, the
company is helping to shorten the path from discovery to
cure.

Strategic Support from Ben Franklin

Ben Franklin supported BreakSight with funding in 2024,
enabling the company to expand its service offerings by
integrating additional biological data and bioinformatic
tools as part of its service pipeline. These projects resulted
in new tiers of services, new core technology applications,
and strengthened resources for its platform, demonstrating
both commercial promise and scientific impact.

O
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Mentorship Through SPARK

In 2025, BreakSight participated in Ben Franklin’s SPARK
mentorship program, a six-month initiative designed to
connect portfolio companies with experienced business
professionals. Mentors provide guidance in strategy,
operations, sales and marketing, product development,
and investor relations. The program is facilitated by We
Love Mentors, an organization dedicated to improving the
impact of entrepreneurship by strengthening professional
networks and showing that the right mentor can be a
game-changer for startups. Sanjay Malhotra, business
advisor and CFO of Genix Technology, Inc., and Dalfoni
Banerjee, Founder & CEO of ImmuNovX Biotech, were
established as mentors for Dr. Shastri.

“One of Breaksight's
greatest costs is in
outsourcing sequencing
services as part of our
platform,” shared Dr.
Shastri. “In order to
reduce these expenses
and increase our profit
ratio, my mentors
suggested creating an
RFP to find a sequencing
company that offers the
necessary services at the
lowest price. Secondly,
we addressed building
a scientific advisory
team. And thirdly,

my mentors provided
valuable insights on what to focus on when developing a
business plan, pitch deck, and presentations to potential
investors.” Ben Franklin Northeast was proud to provide
the mentorship connection in support of BreakSight and
their business growth.

Regional Recognition and Impact

In August 2025, BreakSight was named one of Lehigh
Valley Business’ inaugural “In the Lead” startups, joining
16 other Ben Franklin portfolio companies on the list. As
a woman-founded company based in the Lehigh Valley,
BreakSight reflects the mission of the Ben Franklin
network—combining scientific rigor with entrepreneurial
vision, while building a thriving venture at the intersection
of biotech innovation and precision healthcare.



INCUBATOR SPOTLIGHT : y r:ﬂnf‘*"‘ - vy
= B i F - :_‘_,T_.#f.:': » . .__AI: “
g ﬂf;g_ g :__'.'J-’--" 4

ix 3}

—
.ii! #."'{F rﬂi..

:._!

ESU Innovation Center
Reopens After Fire

en Franklin Northeast is proud to support the reopening of the

East Stroudsburg University (ESU) Innovation Center following
a fire in May 2024. As a valued member of Ben Franklin’s incubator
network, the center is a vital hub for early-stage companies,
academic research, and regional economic growth. The fire, which
originated in a rooftop HVAC unit, caused significant smoke and
water damage throughout the facility. Fortunately, no injuries were
reported, but the Innovation Center remained closed for more than a
year for repairs.

Patrice Dume, Director of the Business Accelerator and
Entrepreneurship, played a central role in sustaining the center's
momentum during the closure. She explored temporary solutions to
keep incubator companies together on campus, but it was ultimately
not possible. As a result, the 26 resident companies were displaced
or forced to work remotely. Many of them downsized.

To keep them engaged, Dume organized Tech Talks, networking
events, and peer-support gatherings elsewhere on campus. She
also used the closure period strategically to refine policies, license
agreements, and processes to benefit tenants long-term. Thanks
to her leadership, 17 of the 26 companies chose to remain despite
the closure. In August 2025, after extensive recovery efforts,

the Innovation Center officially welcomed back their tenants—an
important milestone for ESU and for Monroe County's

innovation ecosystem.

As part of Ben Franklin's incubator network, the ESU Innovation
Center connects tech-based startups with the region’s broader
entrepreneurial infrastructure. Its successful reopening is a
testament to the collaboration, resilience, and ingenuity that define
northeastern Pennsylvania's innovation community. Ben Franklin
commends ESU’'s commitment and looks forward to continued
partnership with the companies that call the Innovation Center home.

The Incubator Network

The Ben Franklin Business

Incubator Network, which hosts 15
active members within our region,
stands as one of the largest incubator
networks in the U.S. and provides a
prime environment for startups and
early-stage companies to boost their
growth and refine their business
strategies in an entrepreneurial-
focused environment.

Ben Franklin TechVentures®
Bethlehem

Bloomsburg Innovation Center
Bloomsburg

Bridgeworks Enterprise Center
Allentown

CAN BE Innovation Center
West Hazleton

Carbondale Technology
Transfer Center
Carbondale

DRIVE BizHub
Danville

East Stroudsburg University
Innovation Center
East Stroudsburg

Innovation Center @ Wilkes-Barre
Wilkes-Barre

Allan P. Kirby Enterprise Center
Wilkes-Barre

0'Pake Institute for Economic
Development & Entrepreneurship
Reading

Scranton Enterprise Center
Scranton

Startup Danville
Bucknell University, Danville

Startup Lewisburg
Bucknell University, Lewisburg

Stourbridge Project
Honesdale

TekRidge Center
Jessup



2024-2025 COMPANY INVESTMENTS

Discover the entrepreneurs, manufacturers, and incubators in
our diverse portfolio, showcasing groundbreaking products and
transformative approaches in manufacturing operations. These

companies embody the creativity, determination, and resilience that
define an ideal Ben Franklin Northeast client. Here is a snapshot of
our FY25 company investments across a diverse range of industries.

ABEC, Inc.

Bethlehem

ABEC, Inc. provides stainless steel
bioprocess equipment, single-use
systems, and hybrid solutions for
biopharmaceutical manufacturing,
enabling vaccine, antibody, and gene
therapy production.

ranging from construction-grade
components to health and wellness
applications.

Automate HQ Inc.*

Jessup

Automate HQ builds enterprise-
grade, Al-driven platforms like EVA
Pro to automate training, operations,

AWG Contracting

Wilkes-Barre

AWG Contracting manufactures
industry-leading Atmospheric
Water Generators. Their systems
boast energy-efficient operation,
full support for renewable energy
sources, and proven deployments
in emergency response, remote
locations, military deployments,
and clean-water-challenged
communities—making them a
powerful, decentralized solution for
potable water generation.

Ayana Active

Danville

Ayana Active creates sustainable,
high-performance activewear for

women, utilizing breathable fabrics
to enhance comfort and mobility.

and SOPs across industries such
as manufacturing, logistics, and
healthcare.

Allentown Economic Development
Corporation (AEDC)

Allentown

AEDC supports the business
development services at the
Bridgeworks Enterprise Center in order
to grow early-stage businesses and
create new employment opportunities
that diversify and strengthen the
economic base of the Lehigh Valley.

_—
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American Crane & Equipment
Company

Douglassville

American Crane & Equipment
Company has been an innovator of
high-quality cranes and specialty
lifting equipment for over 50 years.

Americhanvre Cast Hemp
Wescosville

Americhanvre Cast Hemp, based

in Wescosville, PA, specializes in
manufacturing high-quality cast hemp
materials, serving both industrial and
consumer markets. The company -
leverages advanced processing

methods to deliver durable, eco-
friendly hemp-based products,

*This project was financed [in part] from Pennsylvania Small Business Credit Initiative funds from
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Community and Economic Development.
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Bond Metal Surplus, Inc. (Krevitz
Industrial Scrap Solutions)
Quakertown

Bond Metal Surplus specializes

in buying and selling surplus raw
materials, scrap metals, and end-of-
life equipment.

Brentwood Industries, Inc.
Reading

Brentwood is a third-generation family-

owned manufacturer founded in 1965
in Reading, producing thermoformed
plastics including components for
water treatment, medical, cooling
tower, and stormwater applications.

Bucknell Startup Danville

Danville

StartUp Danville, hosted at DRIVE

(a regional economic development
agency), is a business incubator
offering local and student
entrepreneurs a tailored workspace,
strategic consulting, and supportive
infrastructure under Bucknell
University’s Small Business
Development Center.
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Bucknell Startup Lewisburg
Lewisburg
StartUp Lewisburg supplies
entrepreneurs with co-working or
dedicated office space, access
to business consulting, and
networking with faculty, students,
and regional partners, as well as

integration with Bucknell University’s
entrepreneurship support programs.

Carbondale Technology Transfer
Center (CTTC)

Carbondale

CTTC provides business assistance
services to its incubator tenants and
encourages additional technology-
based company start-ups in the
Carbondale area. The incubator
also supports other local area
entrepreneurs and businesses with
access to start-up funds, assistance
in obtaining federal, state and
community-based financing, hosting
entrepreneurial training programs,
and connections to professional
business advisors.

CatapalloVR

Reading

CatapalloVR produces interactive
virtual reality modules for
neurodivergent audiences. Their
educational content includes modules
about social, occupational, and
emotional regulation skills.

Cemboo LLC

Reading

Cemboo is a B2B SaaS platform
helping publishers monetize and
distribute digital content effectively.

Combined Semiconductor, Inc.
Bethlehem

Combined Semiconductor specializes
in next-generation photonics
solutions using Indium Phosphide

for Al and data mining applications.
The company offers comprehensive
front-end and back-end processes—
including optical packaging and
testing.

East Stroudsburg University Business
Accelerator (Innovation Center)

East Stroudsburg

East Stroudsburg University

Business Accelerator (Innovation
Center) provides a focal point for
entrepreneurial development in
Monroe County. The program and
services play a key role in attracting
and encouraging technology-based
start-ups, particularly in the computer
security and biotechnology sectors.

Eastern Exterior Wall Systems, Inc.
Allentown

Eastern Exterior Wall Systems
specializes in prefabricated exterior
wall panels including rainscreen,
EIFS, brick, stone, and metal systems
that are engineered via 3D BIM and
manufactured in climate-controlled
facilities to improve quality, logistics,
and waste efficiency.



2024-2025 COMPANY INVESTMENTS

F. M. Brown's

Birdsboro

F. M. Brown'’s, a sixth-generation
family-owned company, produces
flour, animal feed, and companion
pet products.

Game Face Products, Inc.

East Stroudsburg

Game Face Products delivers
athlete-focused grooming solutions,
including deodorizing wipes.

Gentex Corporation

Simpson

Gentex manufactures protective
helmets, personal life support
systems, electro-acoustic devices, and
advanced light management

filter media.

Global Key Solutions

Dalton

Global Key Solutions provides a
data analytics platform that scrapes
and processes regulatory, office,
and business documents, turning
unstructured inputs into actionable
compliance and keyword insights.

Greater Hazleton Business
Innovation Center - CAN BE
(CAN BE Innovation Center)
West Hazleton

The CAN BE Innovation Center is

part of a region-wide initiative to
support technology-based start-ups.
This includes the Greater Hazleton
Chamber of Commerce, Hazleton’s
CAN DO (Community Area New
Development Organization), and the
Great Valley Technology Alliance.
CAN BE’s seminar program for
entrepreneurs has been well-received,
with hundreds of local startups
participating in their events.

Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of
Business and Industry (The Innovation
Center @ Wilkes-Barre)

Wilkes-Barre

The Innovation Center @ Wilkes-

Barre has served as a vital part of the
revitalization strategy for downtown
Wilkes-Barre, attracting companies
and entrepreneurs.

Human Active Technology, LLC
Easton

Human Active Technology focuses
on developing innovative technology
solutions to enhance user experience
within the workplace. They
manufacture and sell ergonomically
designed office furniture.

Hyrding LLC*
Bethlehem
Hyrding offers an Al-powered

platform to streamline regulatory
documentation for the life sciences,
finance, and aerospace industries.

I Need A Speaker

Scranton

| Need A Speaker connects event
planners with speakers of all
experience levels through an

online directory, facilitating direct
communication without liaison fees.

IHE Bev, LLC (New Trail Brewing)
Williamsport

New Trail Brewing is dedicated to
enhancing craft beer. They carry
a range of award-winning beers
developed with North Central
Pennsylvania in mind.

llico Genetics*

Bethlehem

llico is developing a groundbreaking
early screening test for stomach
cancer using blood samples.

ImmuNovX Biotech

Bethlehem

ImmuNovX Biotech is pioneering

a platform for rapid, large-scale
treatment of DNA pathogens, creating
a new class of live-attenuated,
replication-defective DNA vaccines.

Infuse Al Tech Corp. (Agent23)
Reading

Agent23 offers tools designed

to streamline machine learning
workflows, enhancing productivity
for organizations.

iRen Medical Ltd.

Bethlehem

iRen revolutionizes home peritoneal
dialysis with a platform that enhances
patient outcomes through technology-
driven safety and collaboration.

*This project was financed [in part] from
Pennsylvania Small Business Credit
Initiative funds from the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Department of Community and
Economic Development.



2024-2025 COMPANY INVESTMENTS

JED Pool Tools, Inc.

Old Forge

JED Pool Tools, Inc., operating as
Northeastern Plastics, specializes

in custom injection molding,
prototyping, and 3D printing services.

Kiss Applications LLC (KissUX)
Reading

KissUX is preparing to launch an
Al-powered digital assistant designed
to offer real-time, personalized
guidance and protection across
any website—no manual integration
required. It delivers enhanced
accessibility features like voice and
text navigation, keyboard controls,
screen reader support, and custom
text settings, while also helping
users safely avoid scams, pop-ups,
and unsafe sites.

Learnics, LLC

Easton

Learnics provides digital research
tools for education, supporting
classroom learning and
data-driven insights.

Levan Machine Co., Inc.

Fleetwood

Levan Machine & Truck Equipment is
a commercial and fleet truck upfitter
with a CNC machine shop division
that specializes in manufacturing
and repair machining. They also offer
welding and fabrication, and truck
and trailer repair and maintenance
services. The company was founded
in 1936 and continues to serve both
national and international customers.

LifeAire Systems, LLC*

Allentown

LifeAire designs and manufactures
patented, in-duct medical-grade air
purification systems that eradicate up
t0 99.99% of airborne pathogens and
chemical contaminants in a single
pass, improving clinical outcomes in
healthcare, laboratories, and long-term
care facilities.

Motorvate, Inc.

Bethlehem

Motorvate is a SaaS company
transforming customer engagement
for automotive service providers.

Its platform delivers a custom
phone number with features like Al-
enabled call greetings, branded SMS
messaging, automated scheduling,
interactive video for service previews,
invoicing, and financing options via
partners like Affirm to boost shop
revenue and client satisfaction.

Musculoskeletal Transplant
Foundation (MTF Biologics)

Jessup

MTF Biologics is a leading nonprofit
tissue bank with over 35 years of
experience processing human donor
tissue grafts, including orthopedic,
wound care, and reconstructive
applications to support global
medical procedures.

NovaData Solutions, Inc.*
Bethlehem

NovaData is an insurtech firm with
an Al-based platform that audits
and flags anomalies in property
restoration invoices for insurers and
adjusters.

NovaTech, LLC (Valmet)

Bethlehem

NovaTech provides automation
products and solutions for electric
utilities, including substation
automation, precision timing,
metering, and grid edge applications.

Ophidion, Inc.*

Bethlehem

Ophidion is a biopharmaceutical
company leveraging its proprietary
carrier technology to non-invasively
deliver disease-modifying and
symptomatic therapeutics directly
to the brain across the blood-

brain barrier following intravenous
administration. Their focus is

the development and delivery of
therapies to treat Huntington's
disease and other neurodegenerative
diseases.

Oral Biolife Inc.*

Bethlehem

Oral Biolife is a biotech company
developing Ambrilux Dental Gel, a
treatment shown to regenerate bone
lost to periodontal disease.

Orbweaver Sourcing, LLC*
Bethlehem

Orbweaver offers cloud based

data automation for electronics
manufacturers, streamlining quoting,
procurement, and legacy system
integration in the supply chain.

Polymer Contours

Allentown

Polymer Contours is a custom
injection molding company
specializing in full mold



design/build and other services, such
as insert molding, heat staking, pad
printing, and assembly, for industries
like medical devices, electronics,
marine, and consumer goods.

Power Down Semiconductor, Inc.
Bethlehem

Power Down Semiconductor focuses
on developing innovative, low-power
solutions for microcontrollers and
other semiconductors to optimize
battery life and performance.

Redemption Business Solutions, LLC
Honesdale

Redemption Business Solutions
delivers a cloud enterprise resource
planning system designed for
retailers, helping to modernize
operations, payment flexibility, and
digital transformation.

Reviews UP, LLC*

Allentown

Reviews UP is a feedback platform
enabling businesses to gather and
promote reviews across customers,
employees, and vendors for
reputation management.

S. Huntley & Company

Bethlehem

A media and technology firm
redefining the automotive industry,
S. Huntley uses innovation to grow
automotive businesses.

Saras-3D Inc.*

Allentown

Saras-3D develops immersive 3D/VR
STEM learning tools like Saras360,
which allows students to explore
concepts interactively in a cost-free
virtual environment.

Scranton Enterprise Center

Scranton

The Scranton Enterprise Center
business incubator provides facilities
for technology start-ups. This facility
attracts aspiring entrepreneurs to
downtown Scranton.

Sensify, LLC

Carbondale

Sensify creates immersive,
interactive Sensify Light Walls—

illuminated installations featuring
interchangeable LED light rods
designed to enhance engagement
and cognitive development through
tactile, visual, and social stimulation.
Widely deployed for educational,
therapeutic, decorative, and motor-
skill enhancement settings, their
customizable light walls offer durable,
transportable, and beautifully-

lit canvases ideal for learning
environments, sensory therapy, or
creative spaces.

Showcase Ventures, Inc.

Scranton

Showcase is a music discovery and
streaming platform designed to
improve the way consumers find new
music and artists. The human-curated
application puts emerging artists
front and center, offering a simple
and easy-to-navigate experience that
captures the emotion of live music
and the nostalgia of old-school radio.
Users can discover new talent, listen
to their music, read their bios, and
connect with them on social media
or streaming platforms all in one
seamless experience.

Sivana Converting, LLC

Sunbury

Sivana manufactures hemp-based
biodegradable products, including
plates, cups, and to-go containers.

Social Guides, Inc.

Allentown

Social Guides offers curated guides
and recommendations on local dining,
events, and experiences, helping users
discover options tailored to their
interests and location.

*This project was financed [in part] from Pennsylvania Small Business Credit Initiative funds from
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Community and Economic Development.



2024-2025 COMPANY INVESTMENTS

Solar Technology, Inc.

Allentown

Solar Technology manufactures
specialized construction equipment
for traffic control.

Spacecraft Automation

Bethlehem

Spacecraft Automation develops
patented automated drive-thru and
walk-up kiosks for quick-service
restaurants, pharmacies, dispensaries,
convenience stores, and more. Their
products are designed to streamline
item pickup and improve throughput,
security, and customer satisfaction.

Spoke Acquisition Corporation
(Spoke Sciences, Inc.)*

Bethlehem

Spoke Sciences is an ingredient
technology firm creating proprietary
platforms for better-formulated
lipophilic functional ingredients in
foods, beverages, and topicals.

Steel Jupiter

Bethlehem

Steel Jupiter protects air quality and
the environment by commercializing
technologies that significantly
increase the performance of air
filters and masks in trapping and
immobilizing viruses.

TekRidge Center Incubator

Jessup

TekRidge Center Incubator is

a modern business incubator

that supports both startups and
established firms through flexible
workspace, mentorship, and shared
amenities within a cutting-edge
facility. Operated by SLIBCO in
collaboration with the Greater
Scranton Chamber of Commerce as
part of its IGNITE Business Incubator
Program, TekRidge Center fosters

technology-driven entrepreneurship
and regional economic growth.

That Food Place Inc.

Wilkes-Barre

That Food Place develops concepts
for quality meal preparation and
delivery automation within the
restaurant franchise arena.

The O'Pake Institute Business
Incubator at Alvernia University
Reading

Alvernia’'s O'Pake Institute runs
the SPARK Business Incubator,
a student-powered program

that gives startups affordable
space, mentorship, and hands-on
business services via the 0'Pake
Fellows. It serves as a regional
entrepreneurship hub for the
Greater Reading area.

The Varona Co. (Ocoa)

Reading

The Varona Co. offers Ocoa Beauty,
a line of luxury hair care products
designed to nourish and enhance
curls, with a focus on clean
ingredients and sustainability.

Thread Bioscience*

Allentown

Thread Bioscience is focused on
improving healthcare outcomes
by leveraging advanced
technologies to provide
personalized diagnostic solutions.

VZRscada, Inc. (CoStream)
Berwick

VZRscada specializes in
monitoring and securing
municipal water systems through
innovative technology.

*This project was financed [in part] from Pennsylvania Small Business Credit Initiative funds from
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Community and Economic Development.

Wacker Silicone Manufactured
Innovations, LLC

Allentown

Wacker Silicone Manufactured
Innovations specializes in silicone
adhesive coating solutions for
medical device and advanced wound
care applications.

Wayne Economic Development
Corporation (WEDCO)

Honesdale

WEDCO serves as a regional
economic development entity
dedicated to supporting local
businesses, job creation, and
community growth through strategic
initiatives and partnerships.

They provide guidance on
entrepreneurship, access to
funding, and coordinated efforts to
enhance the economic vitality of
Wayne County.

With Meraki Co.

Bethlehem

With Meraki Co. is a female-founded,
science-backed wellness brand
offering vegan, non-GMO women'’s
probiotics and supplements
formulated by a biomedical engineer
to support vaginal, urinary, and
overall health.

@

Pennsylvania

Department of Community
& Economic Development

Each of these company investments
has been made possible by

the Pennsylvania Department

of Community and Economic
Development (DCED). The Ben
Franklin Technology Partners is

an initiative of the PA DCED and

is funded by the Ben Franklin
Technology Development Authority.




Investing in Pennsylvania’s Future:
OUR ECONOMIC IMPACT

We survey our portfolio companies each year on the economic impacts resulting from
our investment. We are proud to share the following results from calendar year 2024,
demonstrating the measurable value our work brings to Pennsylvania’s innovation
ecosystem, job creation, and regional growth.

332 9207 322

JOBS JOBS COMPANIES
CREATED RETAINED ASSISTED
NEW
9 53 PRODUCTS 34
NEW COMPANIES A 71% increase in new product NEW
STARTED development over last year PROCESSES
PATENTS AND
$224‘ 6M 43 COPYRIGHTS AWARDED
RAISED IN FOLLOW-ON Representing a 115% increase in the amount of
INVESTMENTS patents & software copyrights over last year

We proudly serve entrepreneurs and manufacturers across 21 counties
in the Northeastern portion of the Commonwealth:

Berks - Bradford - Carbon - Columbia
Lackawanna - Lehigh - Luzerne - Lycoming
Monroe - Montour - Northampton
Northumberland - Pike - Schuylkill - Snyder
Sullivan - Susquehanna - Tioga
Union - Wayne - Wyoming



VENTURE IDOL 2025
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Ayana Ife of Ayana Active and Moses West of AWG Contracting, winners of Venture Idol 2025

A CELEBRATION OF INNOVATION

Ben Franklin’s 2025 Venture Idol brought the energy of a startup pitch competition together
with the insight of seasoned investors...and the results didn’t disappoint. This year’s event,
held before a live audience of more than 250 attendees, featured four rising companies
pitching for a chance to earn critical early-stage investment.

This year's standout was AWG Contracting, founded by renowned inventor and humanitarian Moses West. AWG
captured the audience’s support—and the top investment prize—with its groundbreaking technology that extracts clean,
potable water from the air. Designed to bring sustainable water solutions to communities facing water scarcity, AWG's
mission-driven approach and proven impact resonated strongly with both investors and the public. West's inspiring
vision for solving global water crises through scalable innovation earned a standing ovation and solidified AWG as a
company to watch.

Also recognized during the evening was Ayana Active, winner of the Judges’ Choice Award. This startup, owned by
Ayana Ife, designs and sells modest women'’s activewear made with breathable, performance fabrics and a focus on
sustainability. With a clear social mission and a data-driven model for growth, Ayana Active was praised by the judges
for its market focus, purpose-led brand, and entrepreneurial potential.

Venture Idol continues to be a unique showcase for the power of early-stage investment and a celebration of the
entrepreneurial talent shaping our region’s future.



VENTURE IDOL 2025 IN PHOTOS 1. Richard Reynolds, President, Medical Systems Group, Olympus Corporation of the Americas.
2. Angelo Valetta, President & CEO of Ben Franklin Northeast, and Susan Yee, President of SCY Investments and Founder & CEO of Active Data.
3. Megan Beste of Taggart Associates and husband Mark Hartney. 4. Dalfoni Banerjee, Founder & Chief Executive Officer at InmuNovX Biotech,
LLC. 5. Jennifer Leinbach, Executive Director, PA Department of Community Economic Development (DCED) Office of Technology Investment
and Ben Franklin Technology Development Authority (BFTDA). 6. H. Robert “Gus” Gustafson, Jr., Managing Director and Senior Fellow-
Leadership Development at Lehigh University's Enterprise Systems Center. 7. Students from Penn State Lehigh Valley’s LaunchBox program.
8. Cameron Mclintosh, owner and founder of Americhanvre Cast Hemp. 9. Cheese board prepared by Abby Hudock of The Aging Moon. 10. Panel
of Judges (left to right) including Susan Yee; David Nevas, General Partner at Rittenhouse Ventures; and Laura Plunkett, Vice President for Startup
Engagement and Head of LIFT Labs at Comcast. 11. Dr. Rodney Ridley, Vice President of Research, Economic Development and Strategic Initiatives
for the O'Pake Institute for Economic Development and Entrepreneurship at Alvernia University. 12. Zeke Zelker, owner of Zekraft-Curators of Taste.




Pennsylvania's
Future

For 40+ years, Ben Franklin Northeast has been
building an ecosystem that fosters innovation and
entrepreneurial success by providing investment capital
and business support services to technology startups
and established manufacturers.

Among the most active seed stage investors in the
country, Ben Franklin Northeast supports companies to:

« Create and retain highly paid, sustainable jobs
« Accelerate technology-based economic growth

« Advance technologies that improve the human condition

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED

Business Incubator

The Ben Franklin Incubator Network is one of the nation’s largest,
providing startups and early-stage companies an ideal environment to
grow and refine their business strategies. For more information, contact
Josh Bradley at jbradley@nep.benfranklin.org.

Solutions Network

Join a community of seasoned professionals who share their time and
expertise to support new entrepreneurs. To learn how you can help,
contact Hope Williams at hwilliams@nep.benfranklin.org.

Sponsorship Opportunities
For sponsorships and other promotional opportunities, please reach out
to events@nep.benfranklin.org.

==)\ Ben Franklin

TECHNOLOGY PARTNERS
Northeastern Pennsylvania

116 Research Drive
Bethlehem, PA 18015
610-758-5200
info@nep.benfranklin.org

Pennsylvania
Department of Community
& Economic Development

)

Ben Franklin Technology Partners is an initiative of the
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic
Development and is funded by the Ben Franklin
Technology Development Authority.
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